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Spending plan passes committee, part of $218 billion <r, 

A six-year spending plan that 
would give Texas $1.9 billion for 
highways, bridges, buses and rail sys- 
tems was unanimously approved by 
the House Transportation Committee 
last week. 

It is part of a total spending plan of 
$218 billion that is expected to win 
approval from the full House next 
week, but still must be merged with a 
similar bill passed earlier by the Sen- 
ate. 

"This bi|l is a major victory for the 
people of Texas. The committee vote 
means that Texas should finally get its 
fair share of funding for badly needed 
infrastructure projects," said House 
Majority Whip Tom DeLay, R-Sugar 
Land. 

Both bills give states much more 
money than they received under the 
previous six-year plan, primarily be- 
cause a 4.30 gasoline tax would be 
dedicated to highway construction 
rather than general government 
spending. 

And, both bills offer new formulas 
for disbursing the tax money so that 
Texas receives a greater share. 

"For years, Texans have dutifully 
paid federal gas taxes, and for years 
we have not received our fair share of 
highway funds - only 770 on the dol- 
lar," said Max Sandlin, D-Marshall, a 
member of the House Transportation 
Committee. 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

Under the committee's new plan, 
Sandlin said, every state would re- 
ceive at least 900 for every dollar they 
send to Washington in federal gaso- 
line taxes. 

Utility Hearings Under Way 
The state Senate Interim Commit- 

tee on Electric Utility Restructuring is 
holding a series of public hearings 
across Texas and will issue a report on 
electricutilityderegulationtoLt.Gov. 
Bob Bullock in OcL 

Last week, at a hearing in Grape- 
vine, electric cooperatives urged the 
committee not to move too quickly 
toward opening the industry to com- 
petition. 

Libby Linebarger, a former state 
representative from the Austin suburb 
of Manchaca who is now a director of 
the Pedernales Electric Cooperative, 
said co-op customers "are not beating 
down our doors now asking for 
choice," according to a report in the 
Austin American-Statesman. 

Other co-op representatives made 
statements similar to Linebarger's at 

the hearing, and some predicted der- 
egulations would increase costs to 
residential customers, rather than 
force electricity prices down, as pro- 
ponents of deregulation have asserted. 

Mike Williams, president of the 
Texas Electric Cooperatives Associa- 
tion, said co-ops doubted all custom- 
ers would benefit from competition. 
"One of the ways you keep rates low 
for everybody is not letting everyone 
come and go as they please," Williams 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Clinton admini- 
stration is supporting efforts to bring 
nationwide competition to the indus- 
try with the promise of saving electric- 
ity consumers $20 billion a year and 
helping the environment. 

EnviroMedia Wins Contract 
The Austin-based firm, Tuerff- 

Davis EnviroMedia Inc., beat out 
eight Austin-area and national adver- 
tising agencies for the Texas Depart- 
ment of Transportation's $1.5 million 
"Don't Mess With Texas" anti-litter 
campaign. 

Doris Howdeshell, director of the 
travel division for the highway depart- 
ment, said she was impressed with 
EnviroMedia's plan to recycle the 
existing campaign and improve it 
Although most Texans have heard the 
"Don't Mess With Texas" slogan, 
some think the ads are about Texas 
pride, not litter prevention, Howde- 
shell said. 

"Our ads will focus on the remain- 
ing litter that's out there," she said. 

The year-old agency, which spe- 
cializes in environmental advertising, 

by take over the campaign created 
GSD&M Advertising of Austin. 

Last year, EnviroMedia organized 
the first national "America Recycles 
Day." Its clients include the Recycling 
Coalition of Texas, H-E-B Food 
Stores Inc. and the City of Fort Worth. 

Other Capital Highlights 
•The 3rd Court of Appeals in 

Austin is scheduled to hear a case in 
May that could affect the ability of the 
public to watchdog agencies that regu- 
late the insurance industry and many 
other industries. The case stems from 
insurance industry efforts to keep 
confidential certain reports it gives to 
the Texas Department of Insurance. 
The reports allegedly contain infor- 
mation identifying neighborhoods 
where insurers award or deny auto 
coverage. 

•About $500,000 in refunds from 
Farmers Insurance will be split among 
about 8,000 Texans under an agree- 
ment between the company and state 
regulators. The Texas Department of 
Insurance accused Farmers of over- 
charging from July 1996 to Jan. 1997 
based on how long policyholders had 
insurance before applying for cover- 
age from Farmers. 

•Former Housing Secretary Henry 
Cisneros' one-time mistress Linda 
Jones was sentenced last week to 3 and 
a half years in federal prison for ob- 
struction of justice and bank fraud. 
Jones, a star witness in an independent 
counsel investigation of Cisneros, 
became a target herself in 1996 when 
prosecutors caught her in a series of 
lies about evidence. 

Let's Look Back... 

24 & 48 YEARS AGO 

=^ 

JJ 
April 20,1973 

First place winners in the racing 
competition of the annual Pine Wood 
Derby held in Eagle Lake Cub Scout 
Tuesday night are Jeff Lang, Michael 
Parson and Michael Faichtinger... 

A dramatic air and ground rescue 
operation in which five persons, 
stranded by high water southwest of 
Rock Island, was successfully com- 
pleted Tuesday morning around 11:30 
when the five were evacuated by heli- 
copter. Lakeside Irrigation Company 
personnel Dan Thornton and Tom- 
my Pilkington airlifted Mr. & Mrs. 
Wayne Redditt and son, along with 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brenan of Hous- 
ton... 

The Board of Directors of Eagle 
Lake Community Hospital an- 
nounced this week the appointment of 
Donald R. Reed, 35, as the new ad- 
ministrator for the Hospital. Reed will 
assume duties at the hospital May 
1st... 

Three pledges were welcomed 
into official membership in Beta Sig- 
ma Phi as the Beautiful Ritual of Jew- 
els was bestowed upon Frances 
Dromgoole, Michele Isenhower and 
Diana Brunner at a regular chapter 
meeting on April 12. President Ernie 
Sommerlatte conducted - the cere- 
mony... 

Mark Burke, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
George Burke, is attending a six- 
month Stanford University (Calif.) 
Overseas Campus in Vienna, Aus- 
tria... 

<&> 
For April 14 runoff... 

Qualifications for voting by mail 

ft? ft 

• MICROWAVE- TV 
GIFT CERTIFICATE 

I Be one of the next 6 families to lease a duplex 
at either Hunter's Ridge or Oak Meadow 

Complexes in Eagle Lake, Texas, and claim 
one of the above prizes! 

CALL TODAY 
FOR AN APPOTNTMENT 

409-234-7892 
NOW LEASING IN EAGLE LAKE 

2BR/2BTH AND 3BR/2BTH AVAILABLE 

The law requires that the address 
to which the ballot is going to be 
mailed must be the residence address 
of the voter indicated on the mailing 
address of record with the voter regis- 
trar. The exceptions to these rules are: 

1. The voter is 65 or older, or 
disabled. 

If the grounds for voting by mail is 
either 65 or over or disability, the 
application must give the address of a 
hospital, nursing home, long term care 
facility, or retirement center, or the 
address of a relative within the second 
degree of affinity or third degree of 
consanguinity, with whom the appli- 
cant is living. 

2. If the voter is confined in jail. 
If the reason is confinement tojail, 

the application must give the address 

GRAND! GRAND! 

UP TO $3,000 OFF ON YOUR NEW HOME!' 
Jim Walter Homes is excited about saving you 

a few GRAND on your new home. Save up to 
$3,000 when you purchase any one of our 5 specially 
selected home designs. 

You can have your new home traditionally- 
built on your lot with 

NO MONEY DOWN, 
NO POINTS, NO CLOSING COSTS, 

NO APPLICATION FEES, NO PRIVATE MORTGAGE 

INSURANCE, AND UP TO 30 YEAR MORTGAGE 

FINANCING AT A LOW APR FIXED-RATE FOR 

QUALIFIED PROPERTY OWNERS! 

Each Jim Walter home is completely finished on 
the exterior, with your choice of a variety of option 
packages to finish the interior up to 100% complete. 
You may decide to do some of the interior work 
yourself and save money. 

Jim Walter Homes is the nation's largest builder 
of on-your-lot, single-family homes. We invite you to 
visit and experience our GRAND offer. 

Call 1-800-492-5837 ext 60 
for a free brochure, mail the coupon, visit our 
web site at http://www.jimwalterhomes.com 
or visit your nearest model home center. 

ROSENBERG,TEXAS 
26611 Hwy. 59 (SW Freeway) 
Phone 713-342-8607 
JimQatter HOMES 

THE NATION'S LARGEST ON-YOUR-LOT HOMEBUILDER 
OVER 325,000 BUILT SINCE 1346 

Open 7 days a week. Weekend Hours-Sal. 8 A.M. lo 6 P.M., Sun. 1 P.M. to 6 P.M. 
"Discount on selected homes built to Bonanza I or II package or Regency level I or II. No 
other otters or discounts apply. Prior sales excluded. Ofler expires March 31,1998 or may 
be withdrawn without notice. Typical financing exampte: $60,000 purchase with no down 
payment, 360 payments ol $461.30 per month (30 years) at 8.5% APR fixed-rate. 
Walkways and shrubs are not included in the standard offering State License Numbers: 
AL-523, AR-HB1003. FL-CRC052378. MS-R00356. NC-10840, SC-10773, TN-23042. 
VA-27O101O439A, WV-008536. C Jim Waller Homes. Inc. 1998. Copyright strictly 
enforced. In Louisiana, Jim Walter Homes of Louisiana. Inc. Jim Walter Homes of Georgia, 
Inc. Georgia Residential mortgage licensee. 

of the jail facility at which the voter is 
confined, or the address of a relative 
within the second degree of affinity or 
third degree of consanguinity. 

3. If the voter is expected to be 
absent from the county on election day 
and during clerk's regular office hours 
for the remainder of the early voting 
period, the application must give an 
out of county address to mail the bal- 
lot, if submitted after early voting in 
person has begun. Early voting by 
personal appearance begins April 
6,1998. 

Persons voting by mail must have 
their applications in the County 
Clerk's office by the close of regular 
business hours April 7,1998. 

Persons voting early by personal 
appearance may vote at the County 
Clerk's office, Monday through Fri- 
day, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 6 through 
April 9, 1998. 

The County Clerk's office will be 
closed Friday, April 10, in observance 
of Good Friday (County holiday). 

Limited Ballot 

1. The election code authorizes 

Bible Verse 
of the Week 
"In all thy ways acknowl- 

edge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths." - Proverbs 3:6 

Submitted by Neddy Phillips 

voting a limited ballot after changing 
county of residence. 

2. The person voting a limited 
ballot under section 112.001 of the 
Texas Election Code is entided to vote 
only on each office of measure to be 
voted in a territorial unit, State or 
District of which the person was a 
resident both before changing their 
county of residence and after the 
change. 

Eligibility 

1. After changing residence to 
another county, a person is eligible to 
vote a limited ballot by personal ap- 
pearance or by mail if: 

a. The person would have been 
eligible to vote in the county of former 
residence on election day if still resid- 
ing in that county. 

b. The date of election is not more 
than 90 days after the new residence 
was established. 

A voter registration for the person 
in the county of new residence is not 
effective on or before election day. 

2. A person is not eligible to vote a 
limited ballot by mail unless in addi- 
tion to satisfying the eligibility re- 
quirements prescribed above, the per- 
son is eligible to vote early by mail 
under the standard early mail rules. 

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to call Colorado County 
Clerk Darlene Hayek at 409-732- 
2155. 

Ridgemont 3 bedrooms, 2 baths 
$2000 Off 

Please send me your free brochure with more than 30 home designs 

and information about building on my property. N0398 

i    Name 
i 
i Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone 

Mail to: Jim Walter Homes, P.O. Box 31601, Tampa, FL 33631-3601 

^ieWS On 
""Dental Healtti 

BONE SHRINKAGE WITH DENTURES 

JOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S. 
®    234-3525 

Located on 90-A 
at Laughlin Road 

Even though your dentures fit 
beautifully when new, they are likely to 
become loose in time. The principal 
reason is shrinkage, or resorption, of 
the bone supporting them. When all the 
teeth are lost, the bone that formerly 
supported them has less function. It 
then gradually resorbs, but not neces- 
sarily uniformly, especially if teeth 
were lost at different times. The bone 
may then be bumpy and uneven, 
making the denture both less stable 
and less comfortable. 

As the bone resorbs (particularly 
under a lower denture), more pressure 
will be transferred through the denture 
base which can hasten the shrinking 

process and irritate the nerves which 
were previously well protected. The re- 
sulting pain while chewing can be 
severe. 

It is sometimes possible to smooth 
an uneven ridge surgically, or to build 
up a severely resorbed ridge with 
grafts of natural or artificial bone. Since 
resorption is likely to continue, den- 
tures may have to be periodically re- 
lined or even completely replaced. 

Presented as a public service to 
promote better dental health. From the 
officeo/JOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S., 700 
S. McCarty Avenue, Eagle Lake, 
234-3525. 

Affordable Dental Care for the Whole Family 
'Gentle Family Dentistry 'Nitrous Oxide Sedation 

Available 'All Phases of General Dentistry including 
Cosmetic 'Extractions 'Wisdom Teeth, Root Canals, 

Crowns, Bridges, Dentures & Partials and 
Orthodontics 'Insurance & New Patients Welcome 

Open 8-5, Monday through Friday Saturday: 8-2 
MasterCard and Visa Accepted After Hours Call:409-234-5172 

Thirty outstanding University of 
Texas students recently were given 
honors by the University of Texas 
publication, the Cactus, as "Outstand- 
ing Students for 1973". Included 
among the honorees was Miss Eliza- 
beth Ann Reed, senior education 
major and daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Joe S. Reed Jr. of Eagle Lake... 

Graveside services were held at 
Lakeside Cemetery in Eagle Lake at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, April 18, for H.E. 
Terrell, 83, of San Marcos and a one- 
time resident of Eagle Lake. 

March 3,1950 
Elmer Struss, local Rotary presi- 

dent, welcomed seven out-of-town 
clubs to the Inter-City Forum of Ro- 
tary Clubs held here Monday after- 
noon and night... 

Sticks, string and paper will be 
valuable items to Eagle Lake's Cub 
Scouts as they start work this week on 
kites to be entered in the 3rd Annual 
Kite Tournament to be held on Sun- 
day, March 26. Cub master is LJ. 
Rosprim and Den Mothers are Mrs. 
V.T. Matthews, Mrs. LeRoy Briggs 
and Mrs. J.C. Lockwood... 

A "mad dog" scare cropped up 
here Monday afternoon when Jerry 
Birdwell, son of Mrs. & Mrs. Gor- 
don Bird well, was bitten on the arm 
on the schoolground. Thankfully, the 
injury was only slight... 

Only by the skin of their teeth did 
the Eagle Lake Independents reach 
the finals of the 4th Annual Independ- 
ent Tournaments. After holding a safe 
10 to 20 points margin throughout the 
game, the locals got to kicking the ball 
around and that's just what the Cards 
needed. They came back like a house 
afire and nearly won themselves a ball 
game. Score at the end of the third 
period was 39 to 24 and it looked in the 
bag for Eagle Lake. However, Spence 
of Columbus looped a field goal in the 
last 30 seconds to bring the score to47 
to 46 and the locals held on for dear life 
in the remaining seconds... 

B.D. Fussell's quarter horse geld- 
ing, George T., placed first in his hal- 
ter class and won Grand Champion at 
the San Antonio Livestock Exposi- 
tion... 

Fred D. Labay, life-long resident 
of Nada, died of heart failure last Fri- 
day, bringing sorrow to many rela- 
tives and friends... 

Supt. W.C. Reed is one among 
300 attending the Atlantic City Con- 
vention and then planning on going to 
Washington to tell Congress and Pres- 
ident Truman the history of Texas 
tidelands and why they should remain 
the property of the Texas public 
school fund... 

Kolberg's Kreamilk Diary has 
added homogenized milk to the list of 
dairy product announced Donald C. 
Kolberg, operator... 

Mr. & Mrs. H.B. Niemeyer have 
bought partnership in Columbus gro- 
cery... 

One of the most important steps to 
be taken in the City of Eagle Lake in 
the interest of sanitation and health is 

(See 24 & 48, Page 4) 

Farmers 
Insurance to 
refund $500K 

Farmers Insurance Group agreed 
March 25 to refund excess premiums 
paid by about 8,000 Texans who alleg- 
edly were overcharged for car insur- 
ance because they did not meet Farm- 
ers' prior insurance requirements. 

Commissioner Elton Bomer and 
officials of Farmers Insurance signed 
a consent order that Texas Department 
of Insurance (TDI) staff attorneys said 
would return more than $500,000 to 
consumers. 

"This order brings full restitution 
to people who were Farmers policy- 
holders for at least 90 days and over- 
paid because of the prior insurance 
requirement," Bomer said. "This or- 
der is a good deal for those consumers 
because they get back 100% of their 
overpayments." 

In consenting to the restitution, 
Farmers denied violating Texas insur- 
ance laws. Because of the consent 
order, TDI attorneys asked the State 
Office of Administrative Hearings to 
cancel a scheduled April 1 hearing on 
allegations that Farmers had violated 
TDI's "no prior" rule. 

The rule prohibits insurance com- 
panies from considering applicants' 

(See Farmers, Page 7) 

Call Crime Stoppers • 234-5555 • It Pays Rewards 


